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The above programme was run in two Business Link areas (Mitton Keynes, O<fiordshire
and Buckinghamshirc and sussex)fiom April 04 to June 0b. The prcgramme is designed
to support indivitluals who would like to. r"rork for themselves, but do not harre an initial
business idea. The prcgnmme delivered by Excalibur(UK) Ltd, omblnes a mixture of
workshops suppor-ted by a comprchensive uqrk bosk and other leaming materials, and
one to one support through face to face,ard telephone/emalls.
The lgqgram;ne w?ric*r was taken up bt'81 indMduals ( 43 in MKOB and 38 in Susqex)
tvhich r€sulted in 13 companies trading by the end of the pro.jee{ and a further 1 1 plannlng
to launch within the next 12 ronths.
Feedbackftorn the participanteurras extremely positive , key results being

.e The development of more positive attitudes,
r lmprovement in planning and organisational skllls
r Increased confidence and, self esteern
. Development of business sldlls in general

In addition refenal to other support agencies was a posilive out@me of the programme
and there have been requests forthe prognamme to be run again.
Excalibur were extremely0rofessional in the way they delivered the programme, were
constantly evaluafing feedback ftrom the B-usiness Links and partbipants b meet ctanging
needs, and make imprcvements ( e.g. e based leaming rnaterials) and the one to one
suppoltthey pmMded was exemplary, going beyond vtfiat was e)aeded. lt is clearthat
they arc cornnitted to supporting this ctlent graup and have a sQnificant expertise in doing
so.
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